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1. General methods. 
 
All chemicals were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich Co., TCI Europe N.V. and Alfa Aesar and used 
without further purification. Solvents were purchased from Carlo Erba Reagents and Scharlab. Dry 
dimethylformamide was prepared using molecular sieves (irradiated with microwaves and dried 
under vacuum). 4,5-diiodophthalonitrile1 and 4,5-dichlorophthalonitrile2 were prepared using a 
described procedure. Column chromatography was carried out on silica gel Merck-60 and TLC was 
carried out on aluminium sheets percolated with silica gel 60 F254 (Merck). 1H NMR and 13C NMR 
spectra were obtained using a Bruker Avance 300 spectrometer or a Bruker DRX-500 spectrometer. 
Infrared spectra (IR) were recorded on a Bruker Vector 22. Matrix-assisted laser 
desorption/ionization time of flight (MALDI-TOF) MS and high-resolution mass spectrometry 
(HRMS) spectra were recorded with a Bruker Reflex III spectrometer. Microwave reactions were 
carried out in a Biotage Initiator+ system. For the photophysical characterization the samples were 
placed in fluorometric cuvettes with different pathways and, when necessary purged with argon. 
Steady-state UV-vis absorption spectra were recorded with a Jasco V-660 instrument and with a 
Lambda2 spectrometer (Perkin Elmer). Steady state fluorescence spectra were carried out at a 
JASCO-V8600 and at a FluoroMax3 spectrometer (Horiba). Femtosecond and nanosecond transient 
absorption (TA) experiments were carried out with an amplified Ti:Sapphire CPA-2110 fs laser 
system (Clark MXR: output 775 nm, 1 kHz, 150 fs pulse width) using transient absorption 
pump/probe detection systems (Helios and Eos, Ultrafast Systems). The 530 and 656 nm excitation 
wavelengths were generated with a noncolinear optical parametric amplifier (NOPA, Clark MXR). 
Fluorescence lifetimes were determined by the time correlated single photon counting technique 
using a FluoroLog3 emission spectrometer (Horiba JobinYvon) equipped with an R3809U-58 MCP 
(Hamamatsu) and a 405LH laser diode (Horiba JobinYvon) exciting at 403 nm (675 ps fwhm) as well 
as a 650L laser diode (Horiba JobinYvon) exciting at 647 nm (<200 ps fwhm). Electrochemical 
measurements were performed on an Autolab PGStat 30 equipment using a three electrode 
configuration system. The measurements were carried out using THF solutions containing 0.1 M 
tetrabutylammonium hexafluorophosphate (TBAPF6). A glassy carbon electrode (3 mm diameter) 
was used as the working electrode, and a platinum wire and an Ag/AgNO3 (in CH3CN) electrode 
were employed as the counter and the reference electrodes, respectively. Ferrocene (Fc) was 
added as an internal reference and all the potentials were given relative to the Fc/Fc+ couple. Scan 



















































3. Synthetic procedures and molecular characterization of compounds 1-4. 
 
Compound 2. To a 25 ml round-bottom two-neck flask equipped with a reflux condenser and 
magnetic stirrer, a 1.0 M solution of BCl3 in p-xylene (3 mL, 3 mmol) was added to a mixture of 4,5-
diiodophthalonitrile (380 mg, 1 mmol) and of 4-tert-butylphthalonitrile (368 mg, 2 mmol), under 
argon atmosphere. The mixture was stirred and heated to reflux (136-138 °C) for 2 h. The crude 
was cooled down to room temperature and flushed with argon. After evaporation of p-xylene, 4-
tert-butylphenol (750 mg, 5 mmol) was added. The mixture was dissolved in ca. 3 mL of toluene 
and refluxed for 4 hours. After cooling down to room temperature, the excess of phenol was 
removed by washing the crude with a 3:1 methanol/water solution. The crude product was purified 
by column chromatography on silica gel using toluene:hexane 3:1 as eluent, yielding product 2 as a 




1H-NMR (CDCl3, 300 MHz) δ (ppm): 9.36 (s, 2H, H-15, H-18), 8.89 (d, Jm = 1.6 Hz, 2H, H-4, H-8), 8.73 
(d, Jo = 8.4 Hz, 2H, H-1, H-11), 8.00 (dd, Jo = 8.4 Hz, Jm = 1.6 Hz, 2H, H-2, H-10), 6.75 (d, Jo = 8.8 Hz, 
2H; H-3’), 5.29 (d, Jo = 8.8 Hz, 2H; H-2’), 1.55 (s, 18H; H-23, H-25), 1.08 (s, 9H; H-6´). 
13C-NMR (CDCl3, 75.5 MHz) δ (ppm): 154.5 (C-3, C-9), 153.3 (C-14, C-19), 151.8 (C-5, C-7), 150.1 (C-
1’), 148.3 (C-12, C-21), 143.8 (C4’), 132.5 (C-15, C-18), 131.4 (C-4a, C-7a), 130.8 (C-11a, C-21a), 
129.2 (C-14a, C-18a), 128.6 (C-2, C-10), 125.8 (C3’), 122.0 (C-1, C-11), 118.9 (C-4, C-8), 117.9 (C-2’), 
108.4 (C-16, C-17), 36.0 (C-22, C-24), 34.0 (C-5’), 31.8 (C-23, C-25), 31.5 (C-6’). 
UV-Vis (CHCl3): λmax (nm) (log ε (dm
3mol-1cm-1)) = 580 (4.7), 569 (sh), 541 (sh), 522 (sh), 320 (4.5), 
271 (4.6). 
FT-IR (film) ν (cm-1): 2962, 2866, 1607, 1510, 1454, 1402, 1385, 1259, 1178, 1063 (B-O), 895, 831, 
760, 708. 
MS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB), m/z: 908.2 [M]+ (100%), 759.1 [M – axial group]+ (25%). HRMS (MALDI-TOF, 

















1H-NMR (CDCl3, 300 MHz) δ (ppm): 9.38 (s, 2H, H-15, H-18), 8.84 (d, Jm = 1.6 Hz, 2H, H-1, H-11), 8.75 
(d, Jo = 8.4 Hz, 2H, H-4, H-8), 7.99 (dd, Jo = 8.4 Hz, Jm = 1.6 Hz, 2H, H-3, H-9), 6.75 (d, Jo = 8.8 Hz, 2H; 
H-3’), 5.30 (d, Jo = 8.8 Hz, 2H; H-2’), 1.55 (s, 18H; H-23, H-25), 1.08 (s, 9H; H-6´). 
13C-NMR (CDCl3, 75.5 MHz) δ (ppm): 154.8 (C-2, C-10), 153.3 (C-14, C-19), 152.2 (C-5, C-7), 150.1 (C-
1’), 148.0 (C-12, C-21), 143.8 (C4’), 132.5 (C-15, C-18), 131.8 (C-4a, C-7a), 130.7 (C-11a, C-21a), 
128.9 (C-14a, C-18a), 128.4 (C-3, C-9), 125.8 (C3’), 122.1 (C-4, C-8), 118.7 (C-1, C-11), 117.9 (C-2’), 
108.3 (C-16, C-17), 36.0 (C-22, C-24), 34.0 (C-5’), 31.8 (C-23, C-25), 31.5 (C-6’). 
UV-Vis (CHCl3): λmax (nm) (log ε (dm
3mol-1cm-1)):  580 (4.7), 569 (sh), 541 (sh), 522 (sh), 320 (4.5), 
271 (4.6). 
FT-IR (film) ν (cm-1): 2962, 2866, 1607, 1510, 1454, 1402, 1385, 1259, 1178, 1063 (B-O), 895, 831, 
760, 708. 
MS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB), m/z: 908.2 [M]+ (100%), 759.1 [M – axial group]+ (90%). HRMS (MALDI-TOF, 
























Figure S1. Upper part: MALDI-TOF mass spectrum for 2. Lower part: A) experimental isotopic 


























Compound 3. To a 5 mL microwave vial, a solution of compound 2 (150 mg, 0.165 mmol) in dry 
DMF (4 mL), Zn(CN)2 (46 mg, 0.396 mmol) and tetrakis(triphenylphosphine)palladium(0) (38 mg, 
0.033 mmol) were added. The reaction tube was sealed and heated to 110 °C under microwave 
irradiation with a 18 min hold time, and 20 W maximum power input. Water (20 mL) was added 
and the product was extracted with dichloromethane (3×15 mL). The combined organic extracts 
were dried over MgSO4 and the solvent was removed by rotary evaporation. The solid residue was 
purified by column chromatography on silica gel using toluene:THF 200:1 as eluent, yielding 




1H-NMR (CDCl3, 300 MHz) δ (ppm): 9.23 (s, 2H, H-15, H-18), 8.87 (d, Jm = 1.6 Hz, 2H, H-4, H-8), 8.72 
(d, Jo = 8.3 Hz, 2H, H-1, H-11), 8.06 (dd, Jo = 8.3 Hz, Jm = 1.6 Hz, 2H, H-2, H-10), 6.77 (d, Jo = 8.8 Hz, 
2H; H-3’), 5.33 (d, Jo = 8.8 Hz, 2H; H-2’), 1.56 (s, 18H; H-23, H-25), 1.09 (s, 9H; H-6´). 
13C-NMR (CDCl3, 75.5 MHz) δ (ppm): 157.1 (C-5, C-7), 155.6 (C-3, C-9), 152.8 (C-12, C-21), 149.8 (C-
1’), 145.9 (C-14, C-19), 144.3 (C-4’), 131.4 (C-11a, C-21a), 130.0 (C-4a, C-7a), 129.8 (C-2, C-10), 129.6 
(C-14a, C-18a), 128.8 (C-15, C-18), 126.0 (C-3’), 122.4 (C-1, C-11), 119.7 (C-4, C-8), 117.9 (C-2’), 
116.3 (C-16, C-17), 112.6 (C≡N), 36.1 (C-22, C-24), 34.0 (C-5’), 31.7 (C-23, C-25), 31.5 (C-6’). 
UV-Vis (CHCl3): λmax (nm) (log ε (dm
3mol-1cm-1)) = 598 (4.9), 576 (4.5), 530 (4.3), 514 (4.3), 298 
(4.6), 259 (4.6). 
FT-IR (film) ν (cm-1): 2961, 2926, 2854, 2230 (C≡N), 1618, 1514, 1464, 1437, 1281, 1257, 1217, 1134, 
1107, 1065 (B-O), 833, 762, 712. 
MS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB), m/z: 706.4 [M]+ (100%), 557.3 [M – axial group]+ (20%). HRMS (MALDI-TOF, 




1H-NMR (CDCl3, 300 MHz) δ (ppm): 9.22 (s, 1H, H-18), 9.20 (s, 2H, H-15), 8.86 (d, Jm = 1.6 Hz, 1H, H-
8), 8.84 (d, Jm = 1.6 Hz, 1H, H-1), 8.77 (d, Jo = 8.3 Hz, 1H, H-4), 8.77 (d, Jo = 8.3 Hz, 1H, H-11), 8.07 
(dd, Jo = 8.3 Hz, Jm = 1.6 Hz, 1H, H-10), 8.03 (dd, Jo = 8.3 Hz, Jm = 1.6 Hz, 1H, H-3), 6.80 (d, Jo = 8.7 Hz, 
2H; H-3’), 5.37 (d, Jo = 8.7 Hz, 2H; H-2’), 1.56 (s, 9H; H-25), 1.55 (s, 9H; H-23), 1.10 (s, 9H; H-6´). 
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13C-NMR (CDCl3, 75.5 MHz) δ (ppm): 157.3 (C-7), 156.9 (C-5), 156.4 (C-9), 155.7 (C-2), 153.0, 152.9 
(C-12, C-21), 149.8 (C-1’), 145.8, 145.7 (C-14, C-19), 144.3 (C-4’), 132.6 (C-4a), 131.4 (C-11a), 130.0 
(C-7a, C-21a), 129.8 (C-10), 129.4 (C-14a, C-18a), 129.1 (C-3), 128.8 (C-18), 128.7 (C-15), 126.0 (C-
3’), 122.9 (C-4), 122.4 (C-11), 119.7 (C-8), 119.3 (C-1), 117.9 (C-2’), 116.2 (C-16, C-17), 112.5 (C≡N), 
36.2 (C-22), 36.1 (C-24), 34.0 (C-5’), 31.7 (C-23), 31.7 (C-25), 31.4 (C-6’). 
UV-Vis (CHCl3): λmax (nm) (log ε (dm
3mol-1cm-1)): 598 (4.9), 576 (4.5), 530 (4.3), 514 (4.3), 298 (4.6), 
259 (4.6). 
FT-IR (film) ν (cm-1): 2961, 2926, 2854, 2230 (C≡N), 1618, 1514, 1464, 1437, 1281, 1257, 1217, 1134, 
1107, 1065 (B-O), 833, 762, 712. 
MS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB), m/z: 706.4 [M]+ (100%), 557.3 [M – axial group]+ (20%). HRMS (MALDI-TOF, 




1H-NMR (CDCl3, 300 MHz) δ (ppm): 9.25 (s, 2H, H-15, H-18), 8.83 (d, Jm = 1.7 Hz, 2H, H-1, H-11), 8.73 
(d, Jo = 8.3 Hz, 2H, H-4, H-8), 8.03 (dd, Jo = 8.3 Hz, Jm = 1.7 Hz, 2H, H-3, H-9), 6.78 (d, Jo = 8.7 Hz, 2H; 
H-3’), 5.35 (d, Jo = 8.7 Hz, 2H; H-2’), 1.56 (s, 18H; H-23, H-25), 1.09 (s, 9H; H-6´). 
13C-NMR (CDCl3, 75.5 MHz) δ (ppm): 157.1 (C-12, C-21), 156.4 (C-2, C-10), 153.2 (C-5, C-7), 149.8 (C-
1’), 145.6 (C-14, C-19), 144.3 (C-4’), 132.7 (C-4a, C-7a), 129.4 (C-11a, C-21a), 129.1 (C-3, C-9), 128.8 
(C-15, C-18), 128.4 (C-14a, C-18a), 126.0 (C-3’), 122.8 (C-4, C-8), 119.3 (C-1, C-11), 117.9 (C-2’), 
116.3 (C-16, C-17), 112.5 (C≡N), 36.2 (C-22, C-24), 34.0 (C-5’), 31.7 (C-23, C-25), 31.5 (C-6’). 
UV-Vis (CHCl3): λmax (nm) (log ε (dm
3mol-1cm-1)) = 598 (4.9), 576 (4.5), 530 (4.3), 514 (4.3), 298 
(4.6), 259 (4.6). 
FT-IR (film) ν (cm-1): 2961, 2926, 2854, 2230 (C≡N), 1618, 1514, 1464, 1437, 1281, 1257, 1217, 1134, 
1107, 1065 (B-O), 833, 762, 712. 
MS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB), m/z: 706.4 [M]+ (100%), 557.3 [M – axial group]+ (20%). HRMS (MALDI-TOF, 






Figure S6. Upper part: MALDI-TOF mass spectrum for 3. Lower part: A) experimental isotopic 



























SubPc dimer 1. To a 25 ml round-bottom two-neck flask equipped with a reflux condenser and 
magnetic stirrer, a 1.0 M solution of BCl3 in p-xylene (600 μL, 0.600 mmol) was added to 4,5-
dichlorophthalonitrile (79 mg, 0.400 mmol), under argon atmosphere. The slurry was stirred at 
room temperature for 5 min. Then, a solution of compound 3 (71 mg, 0.100 mmol) in dry p-xylene 
(1.4 mL) was added and the mixture was heated to reflux (136-138 °C) for 1 h. The crude was 
cooled down to room temperature and flushed with argon, and solvent was removed by rotary 
evaporation. The solid residue was purified by column chromatography on silica gel using toluene 
as eluent, yielding product 1 as a blue solid (17 mg, 16%) as a mixture of syn- and anti- topoisomers. 
 
Mixture of regio- and topoisomers: 
 
1H-NMR (CDCl3, 500 MHz) δ (ppm): 10.40-10.35 (m, 2H; H-15, H-16), 9.09-8.74 (m, 8H; H-1, H-4, H-8, 
H-11, H-20, H-23, H-27, H-30), 8.16-8.01 (m, 2H; H-21/H-22, H-28/H-29), 1.64-1.53 (6s, 18H; H-38, 
H-40). 
UV-Vis (CHCl3): λmax (nm) (log ε (dm
3mol-1cm-1)): 712 (5.2), 682 (4.7), 654 (4.6), 614 (4.6), 515 (4.1), 
439 (4.0), 326 (4.8), 280 (4.7). 
FT-IR (film) ν (cm-1): 2963, 2924, 2855, 1725, 1611, 1459, 1385, 1281, 1225, 1175, 1127, 1096, 1025, 
975, 890, 793, 703. 
MS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB), m/z: 1032.1 [M]+. HRMS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB): calc. for: [M]+: m/z: 
1032.1021 found 1032.1009. 
 
Regioisomer 1a, mixture of syn- and anti- topoisomers: 
 
 
1H-NMR (CDCl3, 500 MHz) δ (ppm): 10.38 (s, 2H; H-15, H-16), 9.08, 9.00 (2s, 2H, H-23, H-27), 9.00, 
8.93 (2s, 4H, H-1, H-4, H-8, H-11), 8.90, 8.82 (2d, Jo = 8.3 Hz, 2H, H-20, H-30), 8.14, 8.05 (2dd, Jo = 8.3 
Hz, Jm = 1.7 Hz, 2H; H-21, H-29), 1.56-1.54 (m, 18H; H-38, H-40). 
UV-Vis (CHCl3): λmax (nm) (log ε (dm
3mol-1cm-1)): 712 (5.2), 682 (4.7), 654 (4.6), 614 (4.6), 515 (4.1), 
439 (4.0), 326 (4.8), 280 (4.7). 
MS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB), m/z: 1032.1 [M]+. HRMS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB): calc. for: [M]+: m/z: 
1032.1021 found 1032.1009. 
19 
 
Regioisomer 1b, mixture of syn- and anti- topoisomers: 
 
1H-NMR (CDCl3, 500 MHz) δ (ppm): 10.39, 10.38, 10.37, 10.36 (4d, Jp = 0.8 Hz, 2H; H-15, H-16), 9.06, 
8.99, 8.89 (3s, 4H, H-1, H-4, H-8, H-11), 9.02, 8.99, 8.97, 8.95 (4d, Jm = 1.7 Hz, 2H, H-20, H-27), 8.92, 
8.88, 8.81, 8.79 (4d, Jo = 8.3 Hz, 2H, H-23, H-30), 8.14, 8.10, 8.04, 8.02 (4dd, Jo = 8.3 Hz, Jm = 1.7 Hz, 
2H; H-22, H-29), 1.64, 1.61, 1.57, 1.53 (4s, 18H; H-38, H-40). 
UV-Vis (CHCl3): λmax (nm) (log ε (dm
3mol-1cm-1)): 712 (5.2), 682 (4.7), 654 (4.6), 614 (4.6), 515 (4.1), 
439 (4.0), 326 (4.8), 280 (4.7). 
MS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB), m/z: 1032.1 [M]+. HRMS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB): calc. for: [M]+: m/z: 
1032.1021 found 1032.1009. 
 
Regioisomer 1c, mixture of syn- and anti- topoisomers: 
 
1H-NMR (CDCl3, 500 MHz) δ (ppm): 10.40, 10.39 (2s, 2H; H-15, H-16), 9.06, 9.04 (2d, Jm = 1.7 Hz, 2H, 
H-20, H-30), 8.99, 8.95, 8.90 (3s, 4H, H-1, H-4, H-8, H-11), 8.86, 8.76 (2d, Jo = 8.3 Hz, 2H, H-23, H-27), 
8.10, 8.02 (2dd, Jo = 8.3 Hz, Jm = 1.7 Hz, 2H; H-22, H-28), 1.58-1.54 (m, 18H; H-38, H-40). 
UV-Vis (CHCl3): λmax (nm) (log ε (dm
3mol-1cm-1)): 712 (5.2), 682 (4.7), 654 (4.6), 614 (4.6), 515 (4.1), 
439 (4.0), 326 (4.8), 280 (4.7). 
MS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB), m/z: 1032.1 [M]+. HRMS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB): calc. for: [M]+: m/z: 





Figure S11. Upper part: MALDI-TOF mass spectrum for 1. Lower part: A) experimental isotopic 












Figure S13. 1H-NMR spectrum for 1 (mixture of regio- and topoisomers) in CDCl3 (500 MHz, rt). 
 
 
Figure S14. 1H-NMR spectrum for 1 (regioisomer a, mixture of syn and anti topoisomers) in CDCl3 




Figure S15. 1H-NMR spectrum for 1 (regioisomer b, mixture of syn and anti topoisomers) in CDCl3 
(500 MHz, rt). 
 
 
Figure S16. 1H-NMR spectrum for 1 (regioisomer c, mixture of syn and anti topoisomers) in CDCl3 




SubPc dimers 4a and 4b. In a 25 ml round-bottom two-neck flask equipped with a reflux condenser 
and magnetic stirrer, compound 1 (10 mg, 0.010 mmol) and 4-tert-butylphenol (15 mg, 0.100 
mmol) were solved in dry toluene (1 mL). The mixture was refluxed for 2 hours. After cooling down 
to room temperature, the excess of phenol was removed by washing the crude with a 3:1 
methanol/water solution. The crude product was purified by column chromatography on silica gel 
using toluene as eluent, yielding topoisomers 4a (5 mg, 45%) and 4b (5 mg, 45%) separately (90% 
overall yield).  
 
Topoisomer 4a, mixture of regioisomers: 
 
1H-NMR (CDCl3, 500 MHz) δ (ppm): 10.33-10.29 (m, 2H; H-15, H-16), 9.04-8.80 (m, 8H; H-1, H-4, H-8, 
H-11, H-20, H-23, H-27, H-30), 8.11-8.03 (m, 2H; H-21/H-22, H-28/H-29), 6.71-6.66 (2d, Jo = 8.7 Hz, 
Jo’ = 8.7 Hz, 4H; H-3’), 5.32-5.24 (m, 4H; H-2’), 1.63-1.57 (3s, 18H; H-38, H-40), 1.02-0.99 (m, 18H; H-
6´). 
UV-Vis (CHCl3): λmax (nm) (log ε (dm
3mol-1cm-1)): 710 (5.2), 679 (4.7), 651 (4.6), 610 (4.6), 515 (4.1), 
437 (4.0), 327 (4.8). 
MS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB), m/z: 1260.3 [M]+. HRMS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB): calc. for: [M]+: m/z: 
1260.3584 found 1260.3588. 
 
Topoisomer 4b, mixture of regioisomers: 
 
1H-NMR (CDCl3, 500 MHz) δ (ppm): 10.30-10.25 (m, 2H; H-15, H-16), 8.98-8.70 (m, 8H; H-1, H-4, H-8, 
H-11, H-20, H-23, H-27, H-30), 8.02-7.94 (m, 2H; H-21/H-22, H-28/H-29), 6.88-6.81 (2d, Jo = 8.7 Hz, 
Jo’ = 8.7 Hz, 4H; H-3’), 5.46-5.41 (m, 4H; H-2’), 1.57-1.50 (3s, 18H; H-38, H-40), 1.15-1.13 (2s, 18H; H-
6´). 
UV-Vis (CHCl3): λmax (nm) (log ε (dm
3mol-1cm-1)): 710 (5.2), 679 (4.7), 651 (4.6), 610 (4.6), 515 (4.1), 
437 (4.0), 327 (4.8). 
MS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB), m/z: 1260.3 [M]+. HRMS (MALDI-TOF, DCTB): calc. for: [M]+: m/z: 






Figure S17. Upper part: MALDI-TOF mass spectrum for 4. Lower part: A) experimental isotopic 




Figure S18. 1H-NMR spectrum for 4a (mixture of regioisomers) in CDCl3 (500 MHz, rt). 
 
 




4. UV-vis absorption spectra, fluorescence emission spectra and electrochemical 




Figure S20. UV-vis absorption spectra of compounds 1-3 in chloroform. 
 
 
Figure S21. Normalized UV-vis absorption spectra (light blue) and normalized fluorescence emission 
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Figure S22. Normalized UV-vis absorption spectra (light red) and normalized fluorescence emission 
spectra (exc. wavelength = 560 nm) (dark red) of compound 3 in chloroform. 
 
 
Figure S23. Normalized UV-vis absorption spectra (light green) and normalized fluorescence 
emission spectra (exc. wavelength = 620 nm) (dark green) of compound 1 in chloroform. 
 
 
Figure S24. Normalized UV-vis absorption spectra (light green) and normalized fluorescence 
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320 370 420 470 520 570 620 670 720 770 820








320 370 420 470 520 570 620 670 720 770 820




Figure S25. Cyclic voltammograms (anodic window) of compounds 1-3 (referred to Fc/Fc+) in THF. 
 
 



































    
Figure S27. Square Wave Voltammetry plots (cathodic window) of compounds 1-4 (referred to 























1 712 5.13 725 -1088 -1392 -1801 640 -3.71 1.73 -5.44 
2 580 4.75 584 -1481 -2008g - 668 -3.32 2.13 -5.75 
3 598 4.88 600 -1221 -1744 -2289g 806 -3.58 2.07 -5.65 
4a 710 5.13 727 -1215 -1487 -1953 589 -3.59 1.72 -5.31 
4b 710 5.13 727 -1217 -1478 -1948 569 -3.58 1.73 -5.31 
a 10-5 M, in chloroform. b 10-7 M, in chloroform. c [10-3 M] in THF vs Fc/Fc+, Pt working electrode, 
Pt counter electrode, 20 ºC, 0.1 TBAPF6, scan rate = 100 mVs
-1. d Peak oxidation potential by 
square wave voltammetry. e Calculated with respect to ferrocene, EHOMO: -4.8 eV. 
f Estimated 
from the intersection between the absorption and emission spectra. g Since these reduction 
processes are irreversible, only cathodic peak potentials are reported. 
 
Table S1. UV-vis and Fluorescence Emission Spectroscopies data, Electrochemical Reduction 
Potentials from Cyclic Voltammetry and Oxidation Potentials from Square Wave Voltammetry, 
Lowest Unoccupied Molecular Orbital Energy Level, Optical Band Gap Energy and Highest Occupied 
Molecular Orbital Energy Level of compounds 1-4. 
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1
Potential / V vs Fc/Fc+ 
2a-c
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1
Potential / V vs Fc/Fc+ 
3a-c
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1
Potential / V vs Fc/Fc+ 
1a-c
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2




5. UV-vis absorption spectra, fluorescence emission spectra and transient absorption spectra 
of compounds 1, 5 and 6. 
 
Figure S28. Absorption and fluorescence spectra (inset) upon 500 nm photoexcitation of 5 in 
cyclohexane (black), toluene (dark grey), THF (light grey), and benzonitrile (red). 
 
Figure S29. Absorption and fluorescence spectra (inset) upon 500 nm photoexcitation of 6 in 





Figure S30. Upper part – differential absorption spectra (visible and near-infrared) obtained upon 
femtosecond pump probe experiments (530 nm) of chloro-substituted SubPc 5 in toluene with 
several time delays between 0 and 7500 ps at room temperature – see figure legend for details. 
Lower part – time absorption profiles of the spectra at 578 (black spectrum) and 648 nm (red 






Figure S31. Upper part – differential absorption spectra (visible and near-infrared) obtained upon 
nanosecond pump probe experiments (530 nm) of chloro-substituted SubPc 5 in toluene with 
several time delays between 0 and 16.2 ns at room temperature – see figure legend for details. 
Lower part – time absorption profiles of the spectra at 575 (black spectrum) and 650 nm (red 






Figure S32. Upper part – differential absorption spectra (visible and near-infrared) obtained upon 
nanosecond pump probe experiments (530 nm) of chloro-substituted SubPc 5 in toluene with 
several time delays between 0 and 29.80 μs at room temperature – see figure legend for details. 
Lower part – time absorption profiles of the spectra at 444 (black spectrum) and 574 nm (red 






Figure S33. Upper part – differential absorption spectra (visible and near-infrared) obtained upon 
femtosecond pump probe experiments (530 nm) of tert-butyl-substituted SubPc 6 in toluene with 
several time delays between 0 and 7500 ps at room temperature – see figure legend for details. 
Lower part – time absorption profiles of the spectra at 574 (black spectrum) and 620 nm (red 






Figure S34. Upper part – differential absorption spectra (visible and near-infrared) obtained upon 
nanosecond pump probe experiments (530 nm) of tert-butyl-substituted SubPc 6 in toluene with 
several time delays between 0 and 14.5 ns at room temperature – see figure legend for details. 
Lower part – time absorption profiles of the spectra at 572 (black spectrum) and 617 nm (red 






Figure S35. Upper part – differential absorption spectra (visible and near-infrared) obtained upon 
nanosecond pump probe experiments (530 nm) of tert-butyl-substituted SubPc 6 in toluene with 
several time delays between 0 and 5.66 μs at room temperature – see figure legend for details. 
Lower part – time absorption profiles of the spectra at 458 (black spectrum) and 571 nm (red 





Figure S36. Fluorescence decay profiles of SubPc-SubPc’ dimer 1 (red; Aexc = 0.15, Exc @ 647 nm, 
Em @ 720 nm), chloro-substituted SubPc 5 (dark grey; Aexc = 0.15, Exc @ 403 nm, Em @ 580 nm), 
and tert-butyl-substituted SubPc 6 (light grey; Aexc = 0.15, Exc @ 403 nm, Em @ 580 nm) in toluene 




6. DFT and Semiempirical Configuration-Interaction Calculations 
 
 
Chart S1. The structure of the reference compound 7 
 
Figure S37. The molecular electrostatic potential calculated at the 0.001 a.u. isodensity surfaces of 
the S5 state of 7. The color scale ranges from -0.3 a.u. (blue) to 0.2 a.u (red) (approximately -190 to 







Figure S38. Simulated spectrum of anti-1 in vacuo based on the AM1/CIS-calculated transition 
energies and oscillator strengths and an assumed Gaussian peak half-width of 25 nm. 
 
Gaussian’09 Archive files defining the B3LYP/6-31G(d)-optimized geometries of syn- and anti-1 and 
7. 
 
Syn-1 (Nimag = 0, ZPE = 454.06 kcal mol1) 
1\1\FAU-CCC-CCDH171\FOpt\RB3LYP\6-31G(d)\C50H30B2Cl6N12\CLARK\09-Mar-2 


































































 .486414,4.9166977\PG=C01 [X(C50H30B2Cl6N12)]\\@ 
 
Anti-1 (Nimag = 0, ZPE = 453.86 kcal mol1) 
1\1\FAU-CCC-CCDH173\FOpt\RB3LYP\6-31G(d)\C50H30B2Cl6N12\CLARK\09-Mar-2 


































































 18.2227709,8.2365454\PG=C01 [X(C50H30B2Cl6N12)]\\@ 
 
7 (Nimag = 0, ZPE = 675.75 kcal mol1) 
1\1\FAU-CCC-CCDH171\FOpt\RB3LYP\6-31G(d)\C72H50Cl6N14\CLARK\12-Mar-201 
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